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Perfect weather during the firse of my
five flights over Everest meant | could
even see the footprints (opposite) left by
Spanish movuntaineers who had reached
the summit the previous day from South
Caol, the route used by most climbers. In
the background is the Ronghuk Glacter,
snaking towards the mountains of Tibet.
Conditions weren't quite so clear when
Anga Sherpa [right) foined me two days
later, but that did nothing to darpen his
enthusiasm. A pilos himself, Anga had
often flown near Everest but never as
close to it as he was now. My altimeter
(below) shows just how close to the
surnmit we were. It read 29920 feet
(9120 mi), 20 we were just 246 m above
the roof of the world,

While collecting details of wind speed and direction at
various altitudes and relaving them to the balloonists at
Gokyo, 45 km south-west of Everest, via two-way radio, 1
became aware of the poor communications in the area.

There was no direct communication by normal aircrafs
radio berween Kathmandu and the Sir Edmund Hillary
airstrip at Lukla, 40 km south of Everest, which is used by
many of the 11,500 trekkers to the famous Ehumbu area
each vear, This warried me because it means pilots leaving
Kathmandu often have no information on the sometimes
very different = and severe — weather conditions at their
destination, putting them and their passengers at unnec-
cssary risk,

We take such communication for granted in Australia,
but the MNepalese cannot afford it. 1 decided that on my
return to Australia | would oy to recrify the sitwation, and
I have since offered the Nepalese Department of Civil
Aviation AG assistance to acquire a solar-powered repeater
station that could be installed on a hill 60 km south of
Ewerest. It would give aircraft flying to Lukla direct radio
contact with Kathmandu at all times,

If the Nepalese Government agrees, AUSTRALIAN GEO
GRAPHIC will set out to raise the necessary money, I'm
sure that Society members and other Australians who have
enjoved the majesty of Mt Everest at close guarters will be
happy to support this project. It seems a small price to
pay for the privilege of experiencing the Himalaya.

) URING OUR £Tay in Kathmandu, we had dinner with the

# Australian ambassador, Les Douglas, and his wife,
Una, and mat Dr Sanduk Ruit of the Nepalese Prevention of
Elindness Program, who told us of the famastic work being
done lo restore the sight of thousands of Nepalese through
calarach opseraleons.

The program iz baing hamperad by the high cost of
imparting the special intra-ocular lenses inserted during
cataract surgary. A $500,000 fund-raising drive — suppored

| by Professor Fred Hollows — is now undar way in Australia

| to establish a lens faciory. eye bank and research clinic in

| Mepal. As well a5 manifachenng lenses for home use, the
Nepalese hope to export some 1o genarale more income for
T @yie progeam.

When I heard about this, | decided that | would have ong
of my aerial photographs of Everest — showing the summit
and the speciacular mountaing 1o the sowth — made into a
poster 1o rakse funds for the factory. If you would like o take
part in supporting this worlhy cause, please buy one of
these magnificent full-colowr posters. All the procesds will
go to Mepal Eye Program Australia, the organisation ratsing
funds for the faciory.

Copies of the poster are avallable for $10 from AG shops
or, lor an extra $3.50, by mail order from AUSTRALIAN
GECGRAPHIC, PO Box 321, Terrey Hills, Hsw 2084,




